Investigative Diagnostic Toxicology and the Role of the Veterinarian in Pet Food-Related Outbreaks: An Update.
Although most commercial pet foods are safe, there have been a few instances in which chemical or bacterial contamination have caused outbreaks of illness in animals. Because of concerns regarding cases of contaminated commercial pet food that have been reported over the past several years, some pet owners may be choosing to feed noncommercial, home-prepared diets. When pet food contamination is suspected, pet owners often seek advice from their veterinarian regarding its health impact and subsequent diagnosis. This article addresses the role of the veterinarians in pet food contamination and highlights recommended approaches to handling pet food outbreaks or recalls.